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It is essential that one at least of the parties should reside for
a minimum period of one week within the district of the mar-
riage officer by or before whom the ceremony is to be solem-
nized, and also that after this period of residence a notice
containing certain particulars should be given to the officer.1
If only one party has satisfied this condition of residence, the
other must give a notice in the same terms to the appropriate
officer in the place where he or she has dwelt.2 The notice must
be posted up by the marriage officer in some conspicuous place
during fourteen consecutive days, at the end of which period,
if no caveat has been lodged, the marriage may be solemnized.3

Every marriage must be solemnized at the official house of
the marriage officer, with open doors, in the presence of two or
more witnesses. The ceremony, which may be performed either
by the marriage officer or by some other person in his presence,
may be according to the rites of the Church of England or in
such other form as the parties see fit to adopt.4 If, however, the
rites of the Church of England are not observed, each party
must make at some stage of the ceremony the following
declaration :

4 1 call upon these persons here present to witness, that I, AE^ take
thee, CD^ to be my lawful wedded wife (or husband).**

A marriage contracted under these statutory provisions is
necessarily valid in England from the point of view of form,
though it may be void under the law of the country where it
took place.6 If, however, it is annulled in the country of the
common domicil of the parties, the decree of nullity is effective
in England.7

Regulations have, however, been made by Order in Council,
in order to minimize the risk of a marriage being void in the
foreign country and valid in England.8 Thus a marriage officer
is forbidden to perform a marriage that will be invalid by
the local law of the foreign country unless he is satisfied that

1  S. 2. The particulars are the name, surname, age, profession, condition and
residence of each party.

2  Foreign Marriages Order in Council, S.R. & O., 1913, No. 1270, Arts. 7-
14, as varied by S.R. & O., 1925,1^0.92, Art. i, and by S.R. & O., 1933, No. 975,
Art. i.

3  Foreign Marriage Act, 1892, ss. 3, 5.                          + Ibid., s. 8 (2).
5 Ibid., s. 8 (3).                                6 Hay v, Nortkcote, [1900] 2 Ch. 262.

7 Df Massa v. De Massa, [1939] 2 All E.R, 1 50 N; G&lent v, Galenc, [i 939]
P. 237; ifffra,p. 381.

s S.R. & O. 1913, No, 1270, Arts, i, 2.